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near future, but none the less we ask the House to release us from
this restrictive pledge.
I must now speak about the Home Guard, It is our great prop
and stand-by against invasion, and particularly that form of invasion
by air-borne troops carried in gliders or crashable aircraft. To-day
we have nearly 1,700,000 men, the bulk of them well-armed, spread
about the whole country. I say that the bulk of them are well-
armed. Although we have a good many million rifles in this country,
we have not got rifles for all. We have several million men who
will fight to the death if this country is invaded, but for whom we
have not been able to manufacture the necessary number of rifles,
although our rifles are now numbered by a good many millions.
Therefore we supplement them with machine-guns, tommy-guns,
pistols, grenades and bombs, and, when other things fail, we do not
hesitate to place in the citizen's hands a pike or a mace, pending
further developments. After all, a man thus armed may easily
acquire a rifle for himself. At any rate that is what they are doing
in Russia in defending their country. Although they have vast
supplies of rifles, they are fighting with everything, and that is what
we shall certainly do, if we are assailed in our Island.
The Home Guard is therefore, as I say, the great prop and
stand-by against invasion. Because of its being spread dut all over
the country, it is particularly adapted to meet an air-borne descent.
In the summer of last year we were an unarmed people, except for
the few regular troops we had. Now, wherever he comes down, the
parachutist comes down into a hornet's nest, as he will find. The
Home Guard was formed and founded in the passionate emotion
of the summer of 1940. It has become a most powerful trained,
uniformed body, which plays a vital part in our national defence.
We must make sure that this great bulwark of our safety does not
deteriorate during the inevitably prolonged and indefinite waiting
period through which we have to pass or may have to pass. Power
must now be taken by Statute to direct men into the Home Guard
in areas where it is necessary, and to require them to attend the
drills and musters indispensable to the maintenance of efficiency.
Liability for service in the Home Guard will be defined by Regula-
tion. We do not propose to exercise this power until that Regulation
has been subject to a special discussion in the House of Commons,
apart altogether from the discussions of this Bill I do not want
to delay the passage of the Bill when it comes on next week by a
too-detailed argument on that point. We will have a separate day
for it at a later period,
There is another great change which applies to both boys and
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